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This memorandum contains the following items:
I.

Factual report, by club, of off- campus, non-recognized
organizations June, 1960. There has been no significant
change in the area with which this report deals since
last year.

II.

A general statistical summary of off-campus clubs
June, 1960. There has been no significant change in
the a r ea with which this report deals since last year.

III. Summary report of the existing departmental, honor
societies and special student clubs on the Western
campus.
IV. Possible courses of action.
V.

R ecommended course of action.

I.

SUMMARY REPORT OFF - CAMPUS ORGANIZATIONS - JUNE 1960
SIGMA PHI ALPHA (men):
The Sigma Phi Alpha was organized in March 1958, with 21 charter
members. The membership, as of June 1960, totaled 34. Seven of
the 34 active members had an academic standing of less than 1. O.
The club operates under a written constitution which restricts the
members to persons of the white rac e and of christian birth. Initiation fee $15 . 00; membership dues $5. 00 per month. This club does
not own property nor is it chartered by the state .
THE l 3ers (men):
The 13ers club was o rganized in 1939. Active membership 18;
inactive 6. 5 members of the total membership (24) have an academic
standing of less than 1. O. Semester dues $20. 00 - there is no pledge
fee. The club is governed by a constitution and by-laws. The 13ers
are chartered by the state as a private club and own two acres of land
8 miles from Bowling Gre en on Russellville Road . This property is
without buildings .
THE BARONS (men):
The Barons club was organized January 1934. It has a total membership of 22. 14 of this number have academic standings of less than 1. O.
The club limits active membership to 25. The club denies membership
to persons of the colored race. Dues are SO~ per week; initiation fee
$15. 00. This organization has 229 alumni. Numbered among its
a l umni are lawyers, doctors, and teachers. The Barons club purchased
a 40-acre tract of land (old Rotary Club) in 1939. The land and buildings
today is valued at approximately $7, 000. 00 , This value is established by
club officers. The organiza tion operates as a chartered corporation.
OMA-KRON (men):
The Oma-Kron Club has an active membership of 23. 6 members have
an academic standing b elow 1. 0. Membership is restricted to 25 . This
club is incorporated under Kentucky laws and owns property on the
Barren River Road (McFarlands ). Club did not make constitution and
by-laws available for this study.
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PI LAMBDA ALPHA (men):
The Pi Lambda Alpha club has 18 members - 8 of whom have an
academic standing below 1. O. Organized in 1958 and chartered
by the state, the club operates under written constitution and
by-laws. Headquarters - Bogles on Russellville Road.
BETA OMEGA CHI (women):
This club has 26 active members, 2 of whom have academic
standings below 1. O. M embership is limited to 30. Dues $2. 00
per month; initiation fee $10, 00. The club operates under
constitution-by-laws.
EN AMIE(women) :
The En Amie club has a membership of 27 - 4 with academic standings of below 1. O. Membership is limited to 30 active members.
The club operates under a written constitution - by-laws. Dues
$2. 00 per month; initiation fee $5. 00.
ZETA TAU OMEGA (women):
This club has a total membership of 26 - 3 of them have academic
standings b elow 1. O. Initiation fee $5. 00; pledge fee $2. 00 per
month. Club operates under a written set of by-laws and a
constitution.
PI SIGMA UPSILON (women):
Pi Sigma Upsilon was formally organized in February 1958. This
club has active membership of 31 - 1 member has an academic
standing of below 1. O. The club operates under a constitution and
by-laws. Membership dues $2. 00 per month.
PHI DELTA OMEGA (women) :
This organization has a membership of 13 - 2 members with aca demic standings of below 1. O. Dues are $1. 00 per month. The
club operates under a written constitution.
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INTER-CLUB COUNCIL (men}:
Each of the five men's organizations hold membership i n this
council. The council serves as a gove rning and coordinating
agency.
INTER-CLUB COUNCIL (women}:
This council, with its membership made up of the five women's
organizations, serves as a governing and coo rdinating agency.

-END-
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II.

GENERAL SUMMARY - 10 OFF-CAMPUS CLUBS - JUNE 1960

1.

2.

Member ship

121

A.

Total membership (men) 5 clubs:

B.

Total membership (women) 5 clubs:

C.

Grand total membership, men and women: 244

Members w ith less than

11

123

C" average:

A.

Men: 40

B.

Women:

C.

Grand total, men and women:

12
52

3.

Clubs owning property:

3 - {all men)

4.

Chartered clubs : 5 - 4 men; 1 women

5.

All ten organizations operate under a set of printed regulations.

6.

Most of the clubs have restrictive conditions for membership; such
as, restrictions on race, nationality; and about half of the clubs
limit their membership to 25 or 30 persons.

7.

All clubs, presumably, hold their regular business meetings off
campus. The meetings, depending on club, range in fre quency
from monthly to weekly.
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8.

The clubs in this group sponsoring social functions hold such
functions off campus . These functions in the past have included dances , parties, spring formals -- some b eing held
as far as 100 miles from the campus.
The clubs in thi s report have quite an extensive social
calendar, esp eci ally in the spring term .

9.

There is evidence that some of the groups in this r eport have
been in contact with national fraternities and soro rities during the past year or two, both by letter and personal visit.
The initiative for these contacts may have been p r ovided
solely by the national s, but most l ikely, i t was a mutual
undertaking.
-END-
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III. St udent organizations (recognized) August, 1961
The information contained in this section on recognized student organizations
is intended primarily to give a proper perspective of the total club situation.
A.

The President1 s Student Advisory Council:
This Council is made up of the p r es idents of departmental
and college clubs, and the editors of the College Heights Herald
and the Talisman. It is a working organization.

B.

Class Organi zati ons:
Freshman
Sophomore
Junior
Senior
Graduate
These organizations encompass the entire student body.

C.

College Clubs:
Congress Debating Club
Religious Council
Western Debate A ssociates
Western Players
Western Writers

D.

Departmental Clubs:
Art Club
Arts and Crafts Club
Biology Club
Chemistry Club
Cherry Country Life Club
Commercial Education Club
Economics Club
Folklor e Club
G eography Club
Iva Scott Home Economics Club
Le Cercle Francais
Leiper English Club
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D . continued
Music Education Club
Pershing Rifles
Physical Education Club
Physics Colloquium
Ragland Library Club
Scabbard and Blade
Spanish Club
Stickles History Club
Student National Education Association
i 1 w1 1 Club
Departmental clubs generally meet monthly. Thei r objective
is twofold - academic and social. The tendency generally is
to make them more academic than soci al. In this sense,
they b ecome an extension of the classroom.
E.

County Clubs
Butler
Grayson
Hardin
Jefferson
Muhlenberg
Ohio
Tri-County

F.

Honor Societies
Alpha Psi Omega
Tau Kappa Alpha
Kappa Pi
Phi Alpha Theta
Phi Mu Si nfonia
Sigma Pi Sigma

-

drama
fo r ensic
art
history
mus i c
physics

These organizati ons exi st primarily for the purpose of recognizing
outstanding academic achievement o r proficiency in an art, The
social aspect of the organization would be of secondary importance.

- E ND -
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IV. Possible courses of action
A.

Continue with present arrangements unaltered .

B.

Re-state the policy of the college which prohibits the existence
and recognition of social fraternities and sororities and set
about to enforce this policy.

C.

Establish a policy which would permit local and national
social fraternities and sororities to establish chapters on
the campus of Western Kentucky State College.

The first two alternatives are being ruled out as impractical and unworkable. Listed below are some of the reasons for this belief.
A.

1. The conflict between the social programs on the Hill, and
the social programs sponsored by the off-campus groups have
become progressively worse each year . This conflict has
been most noticeable during the spring semester - particularly
with the spring dances and the Talisman Ball. Both sides recognize the problem, but it is not possible to develop a social
program on a cooperative basis under the present arrangements.
2. Approximately 250 of our students - about one-half men and
one-half women - belong to off-campus clubs. Among this
group is found many of the campus leaders, many of whom
occupy high places in class organizations, departmental clubs,
and the student council. Among this group will also be found
individuals who have distinguished themselves academically.
In other words, a large segment of the student leadership is
found in these clubs ,
3. New students {freshmen) are unaware of the status of these
organizations - consequently they become affiliated with an
organization outside the college, thinking it is a part of Western.
Some parents have the same misunderstanding about the status
of these organizations . It is quite difficult to explain to them
that such organizations do not represent Western.
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4. Under the present arrangements, it is impossible to deal
with such o r ganizations in a satisfactory manner. Supervision
is out - o r for that matter - any action that would lend dignity
or recognition or imply approval of the activities of such an
o r gani zation.
B.

1. To adopt the second cour se of action would seem p r e sumptuous in view of the fact that many of these o r gani zations
have existed for ten yea r s, and at least one has existed since
1935 or twenty-five years without any acti on b eing taken during
that time t o terminate their status. We doubt seriously if the
students who are affiliated w i th these o r ganizations today a r e
any different than those who were members twenty-five years
ago , and we also doubt that the club p r ogram is any less ac ceptab le today than it was at that time.
2. T he reasons set down to suppo rt the third course of action
which follows in this r eport could b e listed in th is section as
reasons why the college should not adopt the second cours e of
act ion.

-END-
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V.

Recommended course of acti on

The Committee, after givi ng much thought and study to this phase of
student life, wishes to recommend that the college adopt a policy which
would permit the establishing of nati onal social fraternities and sororities
on the campus of Western Kentucky State College.
This recommendation, if adopted, would permit existing off-campus, nonrecognized student groups to petition the college for recognition and also
petition national fraternities and sororities for the right to establish l ocal
chapters.~:~ This right to apply to the college for approval to organi ze a
social fraternity or sorority would also extend to any group of students who
in the future might want to bind themselves together fo r the purpose of
establishing a chapte r.

In addition to what has already been presented in this report which lends
support to the recommendation, we wish to bring to the college 1 s attention
the following additional points. This list is not intended to be exhaustive.
1.

The social fraternity or sorority fulfills a need (social identification - the sense of belonging; we all strive for this r ecognition) which most other college clubs do not provide. This
condition (failure to provide for this need) largely accounts
for the existing off-campus o r ganizations in the first place.

2. Social fraternities and sororities can, if given the proper
supervision and direction, add materially to the strength
of the student program (social , recreational, academic,
and in the area of general leader ship) throughout the ent ire
campus.
3.

The social fraternities and sororities would require and make
possible more frequent meetings between advisors and club
members in an area removed from the classroom situation.
This is good. The existing recognized college organizations,
as a general rule, meet once a month . Fraternities and
sororiti es will in most, if not all cases, meet weekly.
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4.

Social fraternities and sororities would give students added
opportunity to develop social competence,

5. The soci al fraternities and sororities would compliment the
existin g student organizations. We can see no reason why
they would not fit together in the total p r ogram to make a
g r eater s t udent b ody a nd a stronge r Western.
It's doubtful that the entire committee will be available to discuss this repor t
d u r ing the month of August; however, those membe r s who might be he r e at
any one time will be avai lable at your convenienc e .
R espectfully sub mitted

CAK: ww
E ncl osur es

~:~

Any off- campus, non-recognized student g r oup that does not apply to the
college seeking approval of their club , or a pplie s but cannot meet the
college' s standar ds, shall be requir ed to dissolve their organization.
Membe r ship in such a club would not be compatib le with memb ership in
the Wester n student b ody.

